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file such an agreement with the Com-
mission.

(c) Application for exemption. Any per-
son may apply for an exemption or rev-
ocation of an exemption of any class of
agreements or an individual agreement
pursuant to section 16 of the Act and
this subpart. An application for exemp-
tion shall state the particular require-
ment of the Act for which exemption is
sought. The application shall also in-
clude a statement of the reasons why
an exemption should be granted or re-
voked and shall provide information
relevant to any finding required by the
Act. Where an application for exemp-
tion of an individual agreement is
made, the application shall include a
copy of the agreement.

(d) Participation by interested persons.
No order or rule of exemption or rev-
ocation of exemption may be issued un-
less opportunity for hearing has been
afforded interested persons and depart-
ments and agencies of the United
States.

(e) FEDERAL REGISTER notice. Notice
of any proposed exemption or revoca-
tion of exemption, whether upon appli-
cation or upon the Commission’s own
motion, shall be published in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER. The notice shall in-
clude:

(1) A short title for the proposed ex-
emption or the title of the existing ex-
emption;

(2) The identity of the party propos-
ing the exemption or seeking revoca-
tion;

(3) A concise summary of the agree-
ment or class of agreements for which
exemption is sought, or the exemption
which is to be revoked;

(4) A statement that the application
and any accompanying information are
available for inspection in the Commis-
sion’s offices in Washington, D.C.; and

(5) The final date for filing comments
regarding the application.

(f) Retention of agreement by parties.
Any agreement which has been exempt-
ed by the Commission pursuant to sec-
tion 16 of the Act shall be retained by
the parties and shall be available upon
request by the Bureau of Economics
and Agreement Analysis for inspection
during the term of the agreement and

for a period of three years after its ter-
mination.

[49 FR 45351, Nov. 15, 1984, as amended at 59
FR 67230, Dec. 29, 1994; 61 FR 11574, Mar. 21,
1996]

§ 572.302 Non-substantive agreements
and non-substantive modifications
to existing agreements—exemption.

(a) A non-substantive agreement or a
non-substantive modification to an ex-
isting agreement is an agreement be-
tween ocean common carriers and/or
marine terminal operators, acting indi-
vidually or through approved agree-
ments, which:

(1) Concerns the procurement, main-
tenance, or sharing of office facilities,
furnishings, equipment and supplies,
the allocation and assessment of the
costs thereof, or the provisions for the
administration and management of
such agreements by duly appointed in-
dividuals.

(2) Reflects changes in the name of
any geographic locality stated therein;
the name of the agreement or the name
of a party to the agreement; the names
and/or numbers of any other section 4
agreement or designated provisions
thereof referred to in an agreement;
the table of contents of an agreement;
the date or amendment number
through which agreements state they
have been reprinted to incorporate
prior revisions thereto or which cor-
rects typographical and grammatical
errors in the text of the agreement; or
renumbers or reletters articles or sub-
articles of agreements and references
thereto in the text.

(3) Reflects changes in the titles or
persons or committees designated
therein or transfers the functions of
such persons or committees to other
designated persons or committees or
which merely establishes a committee.

(b) A copy of the non-substantive
agreement or modification shall be
submitted for information purposes in
the proper format but is otherwise ex-
empt from the notice and waiting pe-
riod requirements of the Act, and of
this part.

(c) Parties to agreements may seek a
determination from the Director, Bu-
reau of Economics and Agreement
Analysis as to whether a particular
modification is non-substantive.
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(d) The filing fee for such agreements
is described in § 572.401(f).

[49 FR 45351, Nov. 15, 1984, as amended at 50
FR 6944, Feb. 19, 1985; 59 FR 63908, Dec. 12,
1994; 59 FR 67230, Dec. 29, 1994; 61 FR 11574,
Mar. 21, 1996]

§ 572.303 Husbanding agreements—ex-
emption.

(a) A husbanding agreement is an
agreement between a principal and an
agent both of which are subject to the
Act and which provides for the agent’s
handling of routine vessel operating ac-
tivities in port, such as notifying port
officials of vessel arrivals and depar-
tures; ordering pilots, tugs, and
linehandlers; delivering mail; trans-
mitting reports and requests from the
Master to the owner/operator; dealing
with passenger and crew matters; and
providing similar services related to
the above activities. The term does not
include an agreement which provides
for the solicitation or booking of car-
goes, signing contracts or bills of lad-
ing and other related matters, nor does
it include an agreement that prohibits
the agent from entering into similar
agreements with other carriers.

(b) A husbanding agreement is ex-
empt from the filing requirements of
the Act and of this part.

(c) The filing fee for such agreements
is described in § 572.401(f).

[49 FR 45351, Nov. 15, 1984 as amended at 49
FR 48927, Dec. 17, 1984; 59 FR 63908, Dec. 12,
1994; 61 FR 11574, Mar. 21, 1996]

§ 572.304 Agency agreements—exemp-
tion.

(a) An agency agreement is an agree-
ment between a principal and an agent
both of which are subject to the Act,
which provides for the agent’s solicita-
tion and booking of cargoes and sign-
ing contracts of affreightment and bills
of lading on behalf of an ocean common
carrier. Such an agreement may or
may not also include husbanding serv-
ice functions and other functions inci-
dental to the performance of duties by
agents, including processing of claims,
maintenance of a container equipment
inventory control system, collection
and remittance of freight and reporting
functions.

(b) An agency agreement between
persons subject to the Act is exempt

from the filing requirements of the Act
and of this part, except those: (1)
Where a common carrier is to be the
agent for a competing carrier in the
same trade; or (2) which permit an
agent to enter into similar agreements
with more than one carrier in a trade.

(c) The filing fee for such agreements
is described in § 572.401(f).

[49 FR 45351, Nov. 15, 1984 as amended at 59
FR 63908, Dec. 12, 1994; 61 FR 11574, Mar. 21,
1996]

§ 572.305 Equipment interchange
agreements—exemption.

(a) An equipment interchange agree-
ment is an agreement between two or
more ocean common carriers for (1) the
exchange of empty containers, chassis,
empty LASH/SEABEE barges, and re-
lated equipment; and (2) the transpor-
tation of the equipment as required,
payment therefor, management of the
logistics of transferring, handling and
positioning equipment, its use by the
receiving carrier, its repair and main-
tenance, damages thereto, and liability
incidental to the interchange of equip-
ment.

(b) An equipment interchange agree-
ment is exempt from the filing require-
ments of the Act and of this part.

(c) The filing fee for such agreements
is described in § 572.401(f).

[49 FR 45351, Nov. 15, 1984 as amended at 59
FR 63908, Dec. 12, 1994; 61 FR 11574, Mar. 21,
1996]

§ 572.306 Non-exclusive transshipment
agreements—exemption.

(a) A nonexclusive transshipment
agreement is an agreement by which
one ocean common carrier serving a
port of origin by direct vessel call and
another such carrier serving a port of
destination by direct vessel call pro-
vide transportation between such ports
via an intermediate port served by di-
rect vessel call of both such carriers
and at which cargo will be transferred
from one to the other and which agree-
ment does not: (1) Prohibit either car-
rier from entering into similar agree-
ments with other carriers; (2) guaran-
tee any particular volume of traffic or
available capacity; or (3) provide for
the discussion or fixing of rates for the
account of the cargo interests, condi-
tions of service or other tariff matters
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